24. HOW TO HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH THE

HOLY SPIRIT

God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are the three in one triune God.
Therefore, to worship one is to worship all three. So, it is impossible to worship one
person in the Godhead, and not worship the whole Trinity. The divine nature, the infinite
excellence, the dignity and majesty all originate by the cause of all things and are common

to all three persons in the Godhead.

When we pray to God the Father, we pray to all three persons in the Godhead, because
as the Father is God, so also the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God. We close our
prayers in the name of our great mediator, Jesus Christ, which are brought to the Father,
through the power of the Holy Spirit. EPH 2:18 “For through Him (Christ) we both have
access to the Father by one Spirit”. We have leant in this series of studies, how the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit are closely intertwined in the whole salvation process. The salvation
process is the story of how God rescued man from his rebellion against an all-loving
Father.

If we believe God, we would believe in what He has said, therefore we would also believe
in Jesus Christ, and also in the Holy Spirit. They are three in one and inseparable. As we
worship God the Father, so we worship God the Son, and therefore we worship God the
Holy Spirit, all individually. We know that it is the Holy Spirit who prompts us and gives
us wisdom. Let us therefore address our worship and thanks to Him as appropriate.
Ananias is said to have lied to the Holy Spirit and paid the ultimate penalty for his action
ACTS S:3.

When we are particularly aware of the comforting work of the Holy Spirit, let us thank
Him for His work in us. We often thank the Father for His love to us, or the Lord Jesus
for the pain and suffering that He undertook for us, so we can thank the Holy Spirit for

His particular work of comforting us in our trials.

God the Father loves us, and it was He who devised the wonderful plan of salvation; Jesus
Christ loves us and it was He who shed His blood for us; the Holy Spirit loves us and it
was He who came into our hearts to be our comforter. We therefore learn to put our faith
in the Holy Spirit as God the Comforter.



As we highly value the Father’s love for us, and the Son’s sacrifice on the cross for us,
so, let us value highly the Holy Spirit’s work as Comforter to us. Not only does He
comfort us, but we receive wisdom to know and understand the great joys we experience
through His work in our hearts. We should consider the Holy spirit as the one sent from
the Father and the Son to be our Comforter. We should therefore pray daily for the Holy

Spirit from the Father in the name of Jesus Christ.

In the Holy Spirit’s sending lie all the promises we know in the Grace, peace, mercy, joy
and hope that we experience. For by Him, as the one promised, and by Him alone, are
these things communicated to us as believers. We communicate our requests by the power
of the Holy Spirit, through our Lord Jesus Christ, to the Father. The work of the Holy
Spirit in our lives is the result of Christ’s purchase on the cross of these privileges for us.
As we learn and appreciate more and more the Blessed Spirit’s work in our lives, let us

learn to humble ourselves for our sins and disobedience.

But what of the unbeliever. They have no comfort or spiritual strength. They must bear
their own burdens. And how are they able to do that should God press His hand against
them. We cry to the Lord to help us in our trials, but the unbeliever puts on a show of
bravado, whereas inwardly they are miserable. Their works at relieving their trials are

only attempts at resisting God.

God does not afflict those who do not have the Spirit, to exercise their patience, but to
disturb their peace and security. Their good works are an attempt to placate their

consciences — not to honour God.

Unbelievers have no peace with God. Mankind has inherited Adam’s rebellious state, he
can have no peace in his soul without the presence of the Holy Spirit in his heart. The
benefits that believers have of peace of heart and soul are not available to unbelievers.
The trials that unbelievers experience are the work of God reminding them of their sin

and disobedience.

Self-righteousness is what unbelievers trust in, but this is a vain hope which comes from

their ignorance of God and a treacherous conscience.



The joy and hope of unbelievers are also false and perishing. Scripture tells us that unless
the Spirit of Christ is in us, we are dead. If the Spirit does not dwell in us, if He is not our
Comforter, then God is not our Father, nor is the Son our Redeemer. Nor do we have any
part or lot in the riches of the gospel. May we never despise the precious Holy Spirit,

from which there is no recovery.

Perhaps for many of us, we could do little better than to use the words of that wonderful

hymn “When peace, like a river attendeth my way .... “as a watchword over our souls.

This lesson concludes our studies in John Owen’s book
“Communion with God”. We will begin our studies in

“Thinking Spiritually” in two weeks’ time, D.V.



