6. FELLOWSHIP WITH CHRIST IN GRACE

The chief characteristic of Jesus is described in scripture as Grace. JN 1:14 - " full of Grace
and truth”. Grace was indeed displayed in those who came before Christ, in the works that He
displayed through them, but Jesus was the embodiment of Grace. We therefore have communion
with Christ in Grace. This is now our fellowship with Him.

Grace is what we receive from Jesus in order that we might have fellowship with Him. The word
Grace has various meanings:

a. Grace can mean personal presence and beauty, as we could describe a person. But this
grace is epitomized in the Lord Jesus Christ - PSM 45:2. In Spurgeon's "Treasury of
David" we see a beautiful description of our Lord in His gracious character.

b. Grace can mean grace of free favour and acceptance. It is this meaning of grace that we
often mean in speaking about our Lord - we are saved by Grace. When God gives Grace, it
means His favour to the humble.

c. Grace can mean the fruit of the Spirit - sanctifying and renewing our natures this enabling
us to do the works that God has set out for us as individuals for our Spiritual walk here

"now

on earth. "My Grace is sufficient for you". "As your days, so shall your strength be".

The Grace of free favour and the Grace of Spiritual sanctification are regarded as purchased
Grace, because they are the result of Christ's redemptive work. With Christ, this is the personal
Grace He exercises as Mediator (High priest in the Old Testament). And the great objective of
this work is to bring home the elect.

In all scripture, Old and New, Christ is described as exceedingly excellent, beautiful and
desirable. How often in our personal prayers have we found ourselves devoid of suitable words to
thank and praise God for His goodness to us? This is because Gods greatness, beauty, love and
power are beyond comprehension and description.

In the SONG OF SOLOMON 5:10 Jesus is described as radiant (white) and ruddy. That is of
beautiful complexion white in the Glory and purity of His deity, and ruddy in the preciousness of
His humanity. The whiteness also signifies His innocence, while the ruddiness is the sacrificial
blood of cleansing. "By His whiteness He fulfilled the law, by His redness He satisfied justice".

The personal excellencies of the Lord Jesus Christ are to be found in the Grace of union and the
Grace of communion. In the Grace of union we see the uniting of the nature of God, with the
nature of man. That is why we say that Jesus was both man and God. It was only possible through
this union for our Lord to be able to pay the penalty for our sins. And in so doing, He reunited man
to God who had been separated by sin.

It is through the Grace of communion that Christ is able to save to the uttermost. To save to the
uttermost is be saved beyond the reach of the evil one. That is why Jesus said that "None shall
pluck them out of my hand". The Grace of salvation is not able to be exhausted.

Whether we as the regenerate suffer the weaknesses of enthusiasm, ignorance, lack of
understanding (wisdom) bodily ailments, guilt of sin, all may be found in the righteousness and
justification of Jesus our Lord. Jesus is the in exhaustable fountain of healing for His people. He
is the only source of our faith and hope.



Only Christ can satisfy and comfort our soul through the power of the Holy Spirit. Whatever else
we might substitute for Christ, will fail. The lusts of the flesh will be burned up, only Christ is
forever.

The souls of men naturally and continually seek that which may provide rest and peace of mind.
Those who do not have Christ, seek this relief from the world. Some seek pleasure and profit.
Some think it lies in “religion". But there is no certainty in these secular paths, there is no
satisfaction because Jesus has told us that He is the way, the truth and the life. There are no
other alternatives.

Other than the way of Christ, we are driven to despair. When we start off our young lives, we
are often driven by ambition. Our bodies are young and strong, and it appears to us that energy
and drive will get us what we want. But I have often counselled my grandsons on turning twenty
onhe, to read ECC CH 12 and make it a watchword of their lives.

Those who walk in the world cannot have peace, because peace of heart and mind is the sole
prerogative of God Himself (conscience). Those who reject Jesus will confirm the scripture that
says "The fool says in his heart” There isno God “........" PSM 14:1

Those of us whom the Lord has so graciously redeemed from damnation, let us not seek
righteousness by our own efforts and good works. Is not Christ the only righteousness that will
satisfy God? Why should we try to emulate the perfect righteousness? The conclusion to this
discussion on the perfect righteousness of Christ is left to a later lesson.



