
9.b.  THE WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST  
God’s patience, forbearance and long suffering towards sinful man is supremely demonstrated 
and revealed and seen in Christ.  

 This patience, forbearance and long suffering is evident in God’s dealing with us in that He does 
not immediately punish men for their sins. Men of the world receive God’s grace in that He has 
not already completely destroyed them. However, this patience, forbearance and long suffering 
is especially manifest in God’s dealing with the elect through Christ. Not only has He shown us 
special kindness, but He has also gifted us with eternal life.  

The highways of our lives are replete with the signposts of God’s mercy and Blessings to us, and 
as we travel this highway, we are able to better read these sings and give thanks to our Lord for 
these graces. The unregenerate cannot decipher the meaning of these signs and they put it 
down to fate or good luck. But did not God reject mankind because “.... although they knew God, 
they neither glorified Him as God nor gave thanks to Him .... “ROM 1:21? But it is as Spurgeon 
reminds us, “No forces are outside His control. God does not permit any foe to trespass on the 
domain of Providence.” The doctrine of providence affirms God’s absolute Lordship over His 
creation and confirms the dependence of all creation on the creator.  

But the knowledge of God’s patience forbearance and long suffering would be of little comfort 
to us had we not been enlightened to God’s wrath and anger against sin, and Christ’s redemptive 
work on the cross – assuring us of better things to come.  

Because of God’s long suffering towards sin, the unrepentant think that God will never call them 
to account. In our own lives, how often have we stopped to wonder at the Lord’s gracious long 
suffering towards us – it is truly marvelous. God has made a way for the complete forgiveness of 
our sins through His forbearance, and this is to be found only in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

The patience, forbearance and long suffering of Christ leaves the unrepentant sinner without 
excuse, therefore the power and wrath of God against such rebellion may be seen to be just and 
righteous. The patience, forbearance and long suffering of God is to fulfill His purpose in 
redeeming those that were predestined to salvation. And this is, so we will not be destroyed, 
despite our sins. And none can experience these properties of God except by Christ. The 
infinite wisdom of God, as demonstrated to us in His providence, is bound up in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is through Christ alone that we are afforded the wisdom to appreciate the work of 
God. 

In the beginning, man defaced His relationship with God through disobedience. God had made all 
things “good”. Now it has been rolled up in darkness, wrath, curses, and confusion. In God’s 
redemptive plan, it is His purpose to restore all things to a state infinitely above that, which was 
first created. The redeemed man is also destined to a being infinitely more glorious than the 
original man. The redeemed man is far more secure in the hands of God. “None shall pluck them 
out of my hand”. Adam has been replaced by an infinitely better grace in Christ. This is the deep 
wisdom of God.  

 

 



In Christ, the fullness of God is revealed. This all sufficiency was for Christ on this earth, and 
it is also for us. God has made all things good, and He will restore all things to perfection. In 
Christ, God is in covenant with His people, to be a father to them. Our marriage relationship 
with Christ, brings us into the family of God (adopted as the children of God).  

Any knowledge or wisdom of our relationship with God, comes to us through Christ alone, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. All truth outside of Christ does not lead to the knowledge of salvation, 
but only leads to further corruption. 

In order for us to know God’s purpose, and way of salvation so that we may come to enjoy its 
comforts and assurance, we must be convinced of three things.: - 

1. We must be convinced and acknowledge that all God’s work of providence – justice, 
righteousness, patience, goodness, mercy, and forbearance are all glorified in doing us 
good and not evil. These actions of God are to work good in our lives. God has spared no 
effort in providing good in the lives of His children – has He not given up His only 
precious Son to death that we may be redeemed? In Christ, all the promises of God are 
fulfilled.  

2. We must be convinced and acknowledge that God will use all His glorious properties for 
our salvation. God’s greatest work has always been the salvation of the redeemed. Those 
who were predestined for salvation from before the creation, were set aside by God as 
the object of His great work of redemption. All this redemptive work of God has been in 
preparation for the great wedding banquet to take place when Jesus comes to fetch His 
bride, at His second coming.  

3. We must be convinced and acknowledge that all the powerful attributes of God, through 
Christ, and by the power of the Holy Spirit are able to achieve their objective, and bring 
us, His people, into eternal Glory. MATT 28:20 “.... And surely, I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age.” 
 

 


